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NGC Retro Holder Program - 
Now Live! 


Posted on 10/14/2013 

NGC's black Retro Holder is now available for Silver Eagles; Gold Eagles; Gold 
Buffaloes; and Presidential, Sacagawea, Morgan and Peace Dollars. This 
program ends Dec. 31, 2013. 

Due to popular demand, the NGC Retro Holder program has been expanded 
to include Presidential and Sacagawea Dollars. 

Starting October 1, 2013 NGC is offering our black Retro Holder and new black 
label for the following US coins: Silver Eagles, Gold Eagles, Gold Buffaloes, 
Presidential Dollars, Sacagawea Dollars, Morgan Dollars and Peace Dollars. Mint 
State and Proof Eagle and Buffalo coins. Presidential Dollars and Sacagawea 
Dollars are eligible as well as all common date Morgan and Peace Dollars. 
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Quantities of the Retro Holder are limited for each coin type and are available only 
whiie quantities last. Check this article posted on the NGC website before 
sending an order as we will post when a particular holder is no longer available. 







Submissions must be received by NGC between October 1 and December 31, 
2013. The program ends on or before December 31,2013 based on availability. 

Submission Instructions: 

• Select the tier listed below for the corresponding coin: 

Silver Eagles: 

- Select the Modern tier or higher and select Special Label/Releases 
No additional cost. 

Gold Buffalos - $5, $10, $25 and $50: 

- Select the Modern tier or higher and select Special Label/Releases 
No additional cost. 

Gold Eagles - $5, $10, $25 and $50: 

- Select the Modern tier or higher and select Special Label/Releases 
No additional cost. 

Presidential and Sacagawea Dollars: 

- Select the Modern tier or higher and select Special Label/Releases 
No additional cost. 

Morgan and Peace Dollars: 

- Select the Modern tier or higher and select Special Label/Releases 
No additional cost. 

• The 5-coin minimum applies to the Modern tier. 

• ReHolders for Retro Holder must be submitted under the Special Label 
ReHolder service tier. 

• Coins for the Retro Holder MUST be on their own submission invoice. 
The coins cannot be mixed with other coins to qualify for this holder. 

• Write "Retro Holder" on the submission form. NGC's popular Buffalo label 
will be the default label for all Gold Buffalo coins. To request the black label 
for these coins, write "Retro Holder/Black Label" on the submission form. 

• All eligible coins must arrive at NGC between October 1 and December 31, 
2013. 


Offer available while quantities of the Retro Holder last. 


NGC will accept submissions for this special holder at trade shows, but they are 


not eligible for on-site grading. 


NGC reserves the right to not accept certain high grade Morgan and Peace 
dollars for the Retro Holder promotion, or dates that are considered to be rare. 

Dealers should contact Scott Heller at NGC for bulk submissions. 

Questions? Contact NGC Customer Service at service@NGCcoin.com or 1-800- 
NGC-COIN (1-800-642-2646). 

Collectors Society paid members can submit their coins directly to NGC. Not an 
NGC Collectors Society member? Paid memberships start at just $39/year. Join 
as a Premium member, or upgrade to Premium membership, and you'll receive a 
coupon to have five coins graded for free. Join today. 
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NGC Opens New Location in 
Germany 

Posted on 8/28/2013 

The new Munich office is an efficient, cost-effective iocation from which to serve 
deaiers and coiiectors throughout the EU. 

SARASOTA, Fla. (August 28, 2013) - Numismatic Guaranty Corporation® 
(NGC®), the world leader in third-party coin grading, has relocated its branch 
office in Germany to Munich. The new office located in Maximiliansplatz 12a offers 
a more efficient and cost-effective location to submit coins to NGC’s US 
headquarters for certification and grading. “We are very excited about the new 
location in Munich. We are committed to the needs of our dealers and collectors 
throughout the EU. Opening an office in Munich has allowed us to address key 
issues such as insurance, customs and turnaround times to improve our level of 
service,” said Steve Eichenbaum, NGC CEO. 

NGC Collectors Society members and authorized dealers can submit directly to 
the Munich office by appointment. Specific information about submitting coins and 
certification services offered can be found online at www.NGCcoin.de, or 
interested parties can call the office at +49 89 255 47 545 to make an 
appointment. “NGC grading is in high demand in Europe and we are thrilled to 
open an office in Munich to serve our customers in the EU,” said Richard Stein, 
director of NGC European operations. 

NGC brings more than 26 years of experience certifying and grading collectible 
coins in the popular and growing numismatic marketplace. The US-based 
company employs a large staff of full-time coin graders, many of whom are among 
the most skilled and acclaimed in their field, making NGC the world’s most trusted 
third-party coin grading company. The knowledge, integrity and dedication of 
NGC’s grading team ensure a level of accuracy and consistency unparalleled 
among grading services, allowing hobbyists around the world to collect with 
confidence. 
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NLG Awards Presented to NGC 
Staff Members 


Posted on 9/10/2013 

NGC staff members were recognized for their exceptional literary 
accomplishments during the ANA World’s Fair of Money in Chicago. 

The Numismatic Literary Guild presented the following awards to NGC staff 
members at the ANA's 2013 convention: 

Scott Schechter, Vice President 

Extraordinary Merit for Best Specialized Book for the 100 Greatest U.S. Modern 
Coins, 2nd Edition . 

David W. Lange, Research Director 

Best Dealer Published Magazine or Newspaper for Coin Board News. 

In addition to NGC staff members, coin industry expert Jeff Garrett received an 
Extraordinary Merit for Best Website Column for the NGC Weekly Market Report. 

Congratulations to all! 
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NGC Accepting Submissions at 
Whitman Expo in Philadelphia 

Posted on 8/13/2013 


Stop by the NGC table at the Whitman Philadelphia Fall Expo to drop off your 
regular grading submissions. 


Official Grading Service of 


NUMISMATIC 

» fc o < I • * 'j n 


PNG 


NGC will be accepting regular submissions for all 
service levels* at the Whitman Fall Expo in 
Philadelphia, at the Pennsylvania Convention 
Center in Philadelphia, PA on Thursday, September 

19 to Saturday, September 21,2013. NGC will be at booth #122. All submissions 
will be sent to our office in Sarasota, FL. Services include World Services, Ancient 
Coin Services, Bulk, PHOTO PROOF® and more. Check with show 
representatives for details. Cut-off time for all submissions will be 11:00 a.m. on 
Saturday, September 21. 


Note: 


• Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept submissions of 
the following coins at this show for regular service submissions to be 
returned to the NGC offices: Coins over 3.5" (90 mm) in diameter and .39" 
(10 mm) in depth, 2013 American Buffalo One Ounce Gold Reverse Proof, 
West Point 2-coin set, San Francisco 2-coin Proof set. Coin & Currency 
sets, 25th Anniversary Eagles, 20th Anniversary Eagles, Early Releases, 
American Liberty Series and 10th Anniversary Platinum Sets. These 
submissions must be sent directly to Sarasota, FL, by the submitter. 

• *Does not include 5-ounce coins. 

Questions should be directed to NGC customer service at service@NGCcoin.com 
or 1-800-NGC-COIN (642-2646). 

Visit our table for answers to any questions about the services offered by NGC. 





Please remember that NGC does not provide opinions or free evaluations of coins 
at trade shows. 
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NGC Accepting Submissions at 
Long Beach Expo 

Posted on 9/10/2013 


Visit booth #401 to submit your coins to NGC — or stop by with questions about 
any of our services! 

NGC will be accepting regular submissions for all 
service levels* at the Long Beach Coin & 

Collectibles Expo in Long Beach, CAon Thursday, 

September 26 to Saturday, September 28, 2013. 

All submissions will be sent to our office in Sarasota, 

Services, Ancient Coin Services, Bulk, PHOTO PROOF® and more. Check with 
show representatives for details. Cut-off time for all submissions will be 11:00 a.m. 
on Saturday, September 28. 

Note: 


Official Grading Service of 
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FL. Services include World 


• Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept submissions of 
the following coins at this show for regular service submissions to be 
returned to the NGC offices: Coins over 3.5" (90 mm) in diameter and .39" 
(10 mm) in depth, 2013 American Buffalo One Ounce Gold Reverse Proof, 
West Point 2-coin set, San Francisco 2-coin Proof set. Coin & Currency 
sets, 25th Anniversary Eagles, 20th Anniversary Eagles, Early Releases, 
American Liberty Series and 10th Anniversary Platinum Sets. These 
submissions must be sent directly to Sarasota, FL, by the submitter. 

• *Does not include 5-ounce coins. 

Questions should be directed to NGC customer service at service@NGCcoin.com 

or 1-800-NGC-COIN (642-2646). 

Visit our table for answers to any questions about the services offered by NGC. 

Please remember that NGC does not provide opinions or free evaluations of coins 





at trade shows. 
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NGC Ancients: The Restoration 
Issue of Trajan Decius 

Posted on 9/11/2013 


This month, NGC Ancients iooks at a speciai issue of stiver doubie-denarii under 
the emperor Trajan Decius. 



The middle of the third century A.D. was a turbulent time for the Roman Empire. 
With the exception of Severus Alexander (222-235), no emperor had been able to 
hang onto the reigns of power for more than a decade since the regime of 
Septimius Severus (193-211). The increasingly high rate of turnover for emperors 
would only become worse as the century wore on, resulting in a dizzying array of 
portraits and themes on Roman coinage. One of the more interesting series of 
coins was issued in 251 by the short-lived emperor Trajan Decius (249-251). 

Decius was a distinguished senator and former governor who came to power after 
Philip I “the Arab” (244-249) was deposed in a rebellion in 249. He might have 
proved a capable ruler in more tranquil times, but his reign was beset by military 
crises, political intrigue, and even the beginning of the deadly Antonine Plague 
(251-266). He was fated to be the first Roman emperor to die in battle against a 
foreign enemy, against the Goths at Abrittus in 251. 

It was perhaps these unstable and unhappy times that prompted Decius to issue a 
series of silver double-denarii (popularly known as antoniniani) commemorating 
eleven past emperors of Rome, all of whom had been deified. The emperors 
depicted in the series are: Augustus (27 B.C. - A.D. 14), Vespasian (69-79), Titus 
(79-81), Nerva (96-98), Trajan (98-117), Hadrian (117-138), Antoninus Pius (138- 




161), Marcus Aurelius (161-180), Commodus (177-192), Septimius Severus (193- 
211), and Severus Alexander (222-235). The coins all feature inscriptions that 
contain DIVO and some form of the emperor’s name on the obverse, and the 
legend CONSECRATIO on the reverse, with both core inscriptions making 
reference to the emperors having been deified by vote of the senate. 

This silver double-denarius, which displays a 
bust of Trajan, is fairly indicative of the series 
as a whole. The reverse depicts a lighted altar, 
one of two reverse types used for this series - 
the other being an eagle. Both types, like the 
inscriptions, make reference to deification. 





Some choices for this series are curious to 
historians today - for instance, Commodus is 
included while other deified emperors, notably 
Claudius (41-54), are excluded from the 
issue. This double-denarius depicts the 
infamous Commodus paired with the eagle reverse type. 


Could it be that Commodus, perceived today as a murderous egomaniac, was 
regarded more favorably than Claudius (today considered one of the better 
emperors) in ancient times? 


Although he was never proclaimed emperor, the absence of Julius Caesar (d.44 
B.C.) from this series might be considered curious as well. Caesar, who had long 
enjoyed a good reputation amongst Romans, was a central figure in the 
foundation of the Roman Empire. 

Another interesting inclusion within the series 
is that of the ill-fated emperor Severus 
Alexander, who had reigned for thirteen 
unremarkable years before he was murdered 
by his own troops in 235. The young emperor, 
depicted posthumously here as the last chronological entry for the series, was 
likely still held in high esteem by the public, even sixteen years after his demise. 

Some of the pieces in the series display 
spectacular portraiture style, such as this 
double-denarius of Septimius Severus with an 
eagle reverse. Others, such as Titus and 
Hadrian, are collected as rarities within the 








series. 



Ultimately, placing the faces of famous, divine predecessors on coinage did 
nothing to improve the reign of Decius. After his death in 251, the Roman Empire 
fell increasingly into a state of chaos and decay, from which it came perilously 
close to collapsing and would not emerge until the early fourth century. Today, 
Decius’ interesting and historical coins remain a popular and relatively affordable 
series for collectors of ancients - a testament to a trying time in Roman history. 

Images courtesy of Classical Numismatic Group. 
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Counterfeit Detection: Forged 
1885-CC Morgan Dollar in a 
Fake GSA Holder 


Posted on 9/18/2013 

At first glance, the counterfeit GSA holder looks similar to a genuine one. The fake 
1885-CC Morgan Dollar, however, is far more obvious. 

Recent reports have identified counterfeit GSA holders with counterfeit Carson 
City Morgan Dollars inside. Last month NGC received a spurious GSA holder in a 
submission that included several authentic GSA holders. This appears to be a 
new tactic of counterfeiters since many people would not suspect to encounter 
fake GSA holders, which were sold from 1973-1980. 



Counterfeit GSA Holder 
Click images to enlarge. 

After the United States Treasury stopped redeeming silver certificates for silver 
dollars in 1964, the General Services Administration (GSA), an agency of the US 
government, was tasked with marketing the silver dollars that remained in 






Treasury vaults. Several million coins, mostly Carson City Morgan Dollars, were 
packaged in hard plastic holders with black inserts and sold to the public from 
1973 to 1980. 

NGC grades Morgan Dollars in the original GSA holders by affixing a tamper- 
evident label that wraps around the rigid case. The label includes the standard 
coin description and NGC grade while still preserving the historic significance of 
the GSA holder. NGC has graded nearly 100,000 Morgan Dollars in GSA holders 
since it began certifying them in January 2003. 

At first glance the counterfeit GSA holder looks similar to a genuine one. The fake 
1885-CC Morgan Dollar, however, is far more obvious. Both sides have unusual 
voids in the fields, such as between the 9th and 10th stars on the obverse and 
below the ON in ONE on the reverse. There are also numerous raised lines on the 
reverse that are frequently seen on counterfeits. These lines are particularly 
prominent around OF and through ONE DOLLAR. Several raised lumps—another 
common characteristic of fakes—can be located under magnification. 



Counterfeit 1885-CC Morgan Dollar 
Click images to enlarge. 



Counterfeit 1885-CC Morgan Dollar - Close Up 
Click images to enlarge. 


When the spurious GSA holder is compared to a legitimate example, the 
differences become quite apparent. The black insert of the fake holder looks like 







paper or cardboard with smooth surfaces, while the plastic insert of the genuine 
holder has a rougher texture. The counterfeit is significantly lighter than its 
authentic counterpart, and the silver lettering is duller. 


This is just the latest example of the efforts counterfeiters will make in order to fool 
collectors. Although the poor quality of this coin aided identification, there may be 
more deceptive ones in the marketplace. Collectors and dealers alike should 
certainly take a closer look when buying GSA holders. 



Left: Counterfeit GSA Holder; Right: Genuine GSA Holder 
Click images to enlarge. 
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USA Coin Album: Coins of the 
1950s - Part One 

Posted on 9/19/2013 


Collectors attempting to assemble high-grade sets of US coins from the 1950s are 
keenly aware of the difficulty in finding sharply struck examples. 

While the quality of a coin’s strike is only a minor 
consideration in third-parting grading, the more astute 
numismatist will pore over the many gem examples 
certified of most 1950s coins to find the best struck 
specimens. This is quite a challenging task, as that 
decade is notable for the generally poor quality of its 
coins in all respects. 

Why these issues were of such poor manufacture may 
be explained as the perfect storm of stepped up coin 
production concurrent with severe cost-cutting 
measures. The story begins with the crisis presented by World War II. The few 
years leading up America’s involvement in 1941 saw the three mints coining 
pieces of almost routinely high quality. Though there were notable exceptions, 
such as the weakly struck San Francisco Mint half dollars of 1940-41, most of the 
coins dated 1938-41 are available with bold strikes from fresh, unworn dies. The 
vastly increased coinage demanded by the wartime economy changed all this, as 
production records were set amid a shortage of labor. The mints recruited both 
women and teenage boys to fill gaps in their ranks, as so many men went off to 
war. Poorly trained and overworked, these new employees were partly 
responsible for the increase in mint error coins during the years 1942-45. 

The biggest culprit in the overall poor quality of wartime coins, however, 
particularly those of the Philadelphia and San Francisco Mints, remained the 
overuse of dies. There doesn’t seem to have been a shortage of dies, but the time 
required to remove the old ones and install these replacements could not be 











justified when the American economy was booming. Expanded payrolls and the 
imposition of wartime emergency taxes required a vastly greater pool of coins, 
and the presses were kept running 24 hours a day. 

The huge debt incurred during the war prompted a conservative, post-war 
Congress to demand budget cuts across all departments, the Treasury included. 
For example, the number of employees on the Mint’s payroll fell from 3,736 in 
1945 to only 1,272 in 1950. This occurred at a time when the average salary of 
Mint employees had risen 73% since Fiscal Year 1946 due to post-war inflation. 
The Mint was ordered to do more with less, and a recession during 1947-50 
enabled it to achieve this without much stress. Though quality improved slightly at 
the Philadelphia Mint, and Denver maintained the same higher standard it had 
enjoyed during the war years, San Francisco turned out perhaps the worst coins 
produced since the earliest years of the US Mint in the 1790s. Sadly, this would 
become its hallmark right through the end of coining there in 1955. Weak strikes 
from severely eroded dies are typical of these years, though such coins often 
provide the most pleasing luster and highest grades. 

Thus the stage was set for the nadir of quality which took hold throughout the 
1950s, when all three mints were driven to make more coins than at any time 
since the war but with steadily falling budgets. Cent production was representative 
of all denominations at the time, but with the added burden of greater numbers. 
The Annual Report of the Director of the Mint for those years provides a few 
glimpses into what was happening with cent coinage, and these comments may 
be extended to Mint operations in general. 

Employing a practice that was taking hold in industry at the time, the US Mint 
hired film-makers to perform motion studies of its employees in action to see 
where improvements in efficiency could be made. It’s not known whether any of 
these films survive, but their impact is measurable. Both the Philadelphia and 
Denver Mints were reconfigured internally to eliminate the moving of materials 
between floors during the various stages of coining. Instead, the production line 
was laid out so that the ingots, strips, blanks and resulting coins were all 
processed in a single line of movement. The smaller size of the San Francisco 
Mint precluded such continuous movement, and a study determined that it was 
actually cheaper to make coins at Denver and ship them west than to make coins 
for the western states at San Francisco. Thus, the San Francisco Mint ceased 
coining operations in the spring of 1955. 

The Mint Director’s reports indicate that the cost of producing cents fell steadily 
during the opening years of the 1950s. Producing 1,000 pieces had cost $1.59 in 
FY1946, while by FY1951 this figure was down to $1.21. It fell further to $1.10 in 



1952 and $1.03 in 1953. Director Nellie Tayloe Ross observed with pride that, had 
the unit cost of cent production kept pace with inflation, the manufacture of 1,000 
cents would have risen to $2.75. While such efficiencies achieved the Treasury 
Department’s goal of cutting overall costs, it’s obvious to numismatists that a price 
was paid in the aesthetic value of the resulting coins. These savings were effected 
through the overuse of tired dies that were scarred with deep erosion furrows and 
had very blurry details. In next month’s column. I’ll take a look at the some of the 
specific coins from this interesting decade. 

David W. Lange's column, “USA Coin Album,” appears monthly in the 
Numismatist, the otficlal publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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World Coins: Counterfeit 
Pandas in Counterfeit Mint 
Packaging 

Posted on 9/10/2013 


Counterfeit mint packaging is becoming a common probiem in the modern 
Chinese coin market. 


Although coins have always been counterfeited, it is a relatively new phenomenon 
to see counterfeit mint packaging. In the last few years, however, there has been 
a proliferation of fake mint packaging in the modern Chinese coin market, and this 
can often deceive collectors and dealers who are not familiar with this problem. 
This was unfortunately the case for one recent submitter to NGC who sent more 
than 50 Chinese Panda coins in mint packaging. Both the coins and the 
packaging turned out to be counterfeit. Many different dates were represented, 
which shows that this problem is not limited to a handful of rare dates. 



Counterfeit Chinese Mint Packaging 
with Counterfeit Chinese 2001 10 Yuan Silver Panda 
Click images to enlarge. 







Counterfeit Chinese Mint Packaging 
with Counterfeit Chinese 2008 10 Yuan Silver Panda 
Click images to enlarge. 


This group of Chinese Pandas included every date from 2000 until 2009. At first 
glance everything looked normal. All of the coins were still in what would appear 
to be mint packaging; however, a closer look revealed that the PVC plastic 
packaging surrounding the capsules had a different edge crimping design than 
that used by the Chinese Mint. While fake packaging is not always an indication 
that the coins are also fake (for instance, we have seen authentic Panda coins 
that have been resealed), the coins themselves are clearly not authentic. By 
testing the coins with NGC’s in-house x-ray fluorescence spectrometer, NGC 
determined that most pieces are made up of a composition of copper and other 
base metals, with a thin plating of silver. The coins are also thicker than authentic 
examples to make the weight closer to their genuine counterparts. 



Counterfeit Chinese 2009 10 Yuan Silver Panda 
Click images to enlarge. 





Counterfeit Chinese 2003 10 Yuan Silver Panda 
Click images to enlarge. 


Chinese modern coins are an exciting and popuiar area with many interesting 
series to coiiect. There are, however, a number of counterfeits so coiiectors and 
deaiers shouid use caution when purchasing uncertified Chinese modern coins, 
especiaiiy sight-unseen. NGC-certified Chinese coins are the safest choice, and 
to date NGC has graded more than 600,000 Chinese coins. 
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From the NGC Archives: 1829 / 
27 Half Dollar Overton-102 

Posted on 9/10/2013 


The Capped Bust Half Dollar series includes numerous overdates, and this variety 
is one of the more easily seen ones. 

All four undertype numerals are visible, and the underlying 7 is especially sharp at 
its bottom. 



Numismatic scholar Walter Breen rated this variety as Extremely rare UNC. This 
gem specimen fits comfortably within the condition census provided in the 3rd 
edition of Al Overton's standard reference on early halves. It is his variety 0-102. 
Well struck and highly lustrous, with light toning of gold and gray overall, this 
beautiful coin also displays delightful iridescent colors clinging to its borders. A 
rarity, it is aesthetically superb, as well. 

Are you interested in learning more about these coins? Click here to visit the NGC 
Coin Explorer and read on. 
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Chinese Coins: Platinum Pandas 


Posted by Peter Anthony on 9/11/2013 

Platinum Panda coins have low mintages as well as low survival rates. 

Of the almost six hundred Panda coins and medals issued by the China Mint, just 
a handful are made of metals other than gold or silver. There are a few copper, 
some brass, a bronze or two, and a quartet of palladium Pandas. The most 
prominent metal among the outliers is platinum. Between 1987 and 2004 there 
were 20 different platinum Panda coins and medals struck. Practically all of them 
have both low mintages and low survival rates and they’re well worth exploring. 

The most prominent platinum Pandas are also the oldest. From 1987 through 
1990 the China Mint gave the world four 1 oz. coins and a single 1 oz. medal. This 
was a good time period to be selling platinum products as metal prices more than 
doubled between 1986 and 1988. This created a strong market. By 1990 the 
boom was over and the price of platinum fell sharply. So did demand and just 800 
of the 1990 platinum Pandas were minted. 



The 1990 has the lowest mintage of all 1 oz. platinum Pandas: just 800. 
Added all together a little less than 9,000 1 oz. platinum Pandas were struck. A 






safe estimate is that less than half that number still exist today. Why? In the mid- 
90s platinum had several run-ups in price. During these spikes the melt value of 
the coins was higher than what dealers could sell them for - if they could find 
buyers. Many dealers decided to melt down their platinum Panda inventories to 
make bars that could be easily sold at then-current prices. We can thank 
collectors for the surviving examples as nearly every dealer of that period has a 
story about melting down platinum Pandas. 

In 1990, the China Mint also tried to sell platinum Pandas in smaller oz., % oz. 
and 1/10 oz. weights. In a cold market these flopped too and no additional oz. 
or % oz. platinum Pandas were ever issued. 

By 1993 the China Mint came back with a new strategy: 1/10 oz. and 1/20 oz. 
platinum Pandas for sale to the jewelry trade. That’s why so many coins bear the 
scars of having been mounted in rings and bracelets. If graded, these coins often 
fall to Proof 63 or lower. Many were also melted so essentially all the 1990 coins 
are scarce in higher grades. Some like the 1997s are truly rare and bring very 
high prices. 

In 2002 the China Mint gave platinum Pandas one last whirl. For the 20th 
anniversary of the series they struck a 1/10 oz. Panda with a special design. It is 
the only coin in Panda history to have bears on both obverse and reverse sides. 
The announced mintage of 20,000 is much higher than previous coins yet these 
too are rarely seen. 

Platinum Pandas made their last appearances in 2003 and 2004 as little 1/20 oz. 
coins with denominations of 50 Yuan. Mintages climbed to 50,000. While the 2003 
isn’t too hard to locate, the 2004 is more of a challenge. 

Putting together a complete set of the 20 platinum Pandas would be a major 
challenge. Each of these coins, though, can be appreciated for its own beauty and 
scarcity. An old friend of mine used to tell me, “Every dog has its day.” I expect 
that every Panda will, too. When that day comes, the platinum Pandas will finally 
get the attention they deserve. 

Peter Anthony is an expert on Chinese modern coins with a particular focus on 
Panda coins. He is an analyst for the NGC Chinese Modern Coin Price Guide as 
well as a consultant on Chinese modern coins. 
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Pre-publication Offer for 
National Coin Album Book 


Posted on 8/20/2013 

David W. Lange's new book explores the world of coin collecting albums. For a 
limited time, the book is available for a special pre-publication price. 

Numismatic researcher and author David 
W. Lange has written a new book that is 
being published by his own imprint, 
PennyBoard Press™. 

Titled Coin Collecting Albums - A 
Complete History & Catalog Volume One: 
The National Coin Album & Related 
Products of Beistle, Raymond & Meghrig, 
this is the first book to study the landmark 
coin album series and other coin holders 
produced by these three publishers. All 
offered a similar product line that today is 
known collectively as the National or 
“Raymond” coin album. Lange’s new 
book explains the history behind these various lines and identifies how they are 
similar and where they differ. A complete, detailed catalog is included which lists 
every known variety of each title. This promises to bring order to their collecting 
and trading, which until now has been mostly a matter of guesswork and 
erroneous claims. 

Thoroughly researched and richly illustrated, this book is 300 pages long, 
including 80 pages in full color. Portraits of the individual publishers, their 
business locations and original documents are among the hundreds of images. All 
types of albums produced by the three named publishers are illustrated, and 
included are numerous detail images that reveal their distinctive features for ease 
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of identification within the catalog pages. The several catalogs within the book 
provide each album entry with a unique Lange Number for exact communication 
between collectors. 

Lange’s new book is hard covered, and its cover actually reproduces the image of 
a National Coin Album binder. The book is printed entirely on 100-pound coated 
stock and has a sewn binding. This is a high quality book that is meant to last. It is 
also anticipated that this will be the first in a multi-volume series of books relating 
the entire history of coin albums and folders published in the USA. 

The new book is being offered now at the pre-publication price of $65, with 
delivery expected in October. It’s not certain that this price can be maintained after 
the pre-publication period, and interested persons are advised to order now. 

Lange is also offering a close-out special on his previous book. Coin Collecting 
Boards of the 1930s & 1940s: A Complete History, Catalog and Value Guide. This 
popular title provides a similar treatment to the large, one-piece coin boards which 
kick-started the coin collecting hobby during the Great Depression. Published at 
$39.95, this title is now just $20. 

Mail orders must include $10 for priority mail shipping of the new coin album book. 
If the earlier coin board book is also ordered, the shipping cost for both is $12. All 
books purchased from David W. Lange will be signed, and personalized 
inscriptions are available upon request. Payment may be made by check made 
out to David W. Lange or via PayPal to langedw@msn.com. 

A collector of coin boards and albums for 
more than 30 years, David W. Lange is best 
known as Research Director for 
Numismatic Guaranty Corporation in 
Sarasota, Florida, as well as the author of 
six popular books on United States coinage 
and US Mint history. His column, “USA Coin 
Album,” appears monthly in The 
Numismatist, the official magazine of the American Numismatic Association. 

David W. Lange may be contacted at POB 110022, Lakewood Ranch, FL 34211 
or by email at langedw@msn.com. His website address is 
www.coincollectingboards.com, and from this site he also buys and sells vintage 
coin boards. A new website for his publishing imprint, www.pennyboardpress.com, 
is currently under preparation. 
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New Coin Commemorates Fort 
McHenry National Monument 
and Historic Shrine 


Posted on 9/10/2013 

The 5-ounce silver uncirculated coin is now available as part of the 2013 America 
the Beautiful series from the US Mint. 



[Washington, DC] - The United States Mint is proud 
to offer the 2013 America the Beautiful Five Ounce 
Silver Uncirculated Coin honoring Maryland’s Fort 
McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine. 
Three inches in diameter and made of .999 fine silver, 
the reverse (tails) design represents the site during 
the “Defenders Day” celebration, considered the 


centerpiece annual event held at Fort McHenry. The ‘ 

fireworks symbolize the “rocket’s red glare,” linking the fort to its historic past. The 
2013 America the Beautiful Five Ounce Silver Uncirculated Coin - Fort McHenry 
National Monument and Historic Shrine is available today! 

For more information, visit the US Mint. 

The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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Consignment Deadline Nears 
for Heritage's November New 
York Auction 


Posted on 9/10/2013 

Don't miss your last chance to consign to the New York US Coin Signature 
Auction. 

[Dallas, TX] - Heritage is once again bringing its auctions to the buyers, this time 
in the largest numismatic hub in the world. New York City. This auction is poised 
to take maximum advantage of a strong numismatic market, and Heritage's 
marketing prowess. Our success in attracting new collectors continues to 
strengthen our position as a global leader in the auction industry, backed by our 
award-winning website and over 800,000 registered bidder-members. 

With stellar consignments like The Geyer Family Collection already in-house, the 
November New York auction provides a great opportunity. Whether you're 
consigning an entire collection, or selling off some duplicates. Heritage is the 
proven leader in getting the most money for your numismatic holdings. 

Consignments to the New York auction must be received by Heritage no later than 
Wednesday, September 18th. Contact one of our Consignment Directors, and 
they will guide you through the process and answer all of your questions. You can 
reach us by calling 1-800-872-6467, ext. 1000. 

The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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Atlas Numismatics Opens For 
Business 


Posted on 9/10/2013 

Building on years as a consultant to collectors and dealers alike, James Ricks has 
now launched Atlas Numismatics. 

[New York, NY] - After twelve years of running the world coin department for 
Northeast Numismatics, James Ricks has launched a new company. Atlas 
Numismatics. 

Mr. Ricks has acted as a consultant to both collectors and dealers and keeps an 
active international travel schedule in search of new material. Atlas maintains an 
inventory of rare and high quality coins, primarily world issues from the 
Renaissance to modern times, with occasional selections of ancient, early 
medieval, and United States coinage. Interesting and choice issues in medallic art 
are also available. 

Atlas is now offering items for sale on their website. Please visit 
www.atlasnumismatics.com for more information. 

Contacts: 

James Ricks, President: james.ricks@atlasnumismatics.com 

Eleonore Simon, Director of Operations: eleonore.simon@atlasnumismatics.com 

Jeremy Bostwick, Numismatist: jeremy.bostwick@atlasnumismatics.com 

Theo Popov, General Administration and Shipping: 
theo.popov@atlasnumismatics.com 

Visits are by appointment only; all inventory stored off premises. 

10 Jay Street Suite 706 




Brooklyn, New York 11201 
USA 


Tel: +1 718-643-4383 
Fax: +1 718-643-4384 
info@atlasnumisnnatics.conn 
www.atlasnumismatics.com 

The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessariiy the thoughts of the Certified Coiiectibies Group. 
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Royal Canadian Mint Releases 
Superman Coins 

Posted on 9/9/2013 

The Royal Canadian Mint has released seven new coins to commemorate the 
75th anniversary of Superman. 

To honor the 75th anniversary of the world's most famous comic book super hero, 
the Royal Canadian Mint has released seven exciting new coins. Each limited 
mintage coin features a different rendition of Superman™. The coins are available 
for sale now on the Royal Canadian Mint website (www.mint.ca). 

The following coins have been issued: 

• 1 oz $20 Fine Silver Coin - Man of Steel™ - Mintage: 10,000 

• 1/2 oz $15 Fine Silver Coin - Modern Day Superman - Mintage: 15,000 

• Lenticular Coin and Stamp Set - Superman: Then and Now 

• 1 oz $20 Fine Silver Hologram Coin - Superman & Metropolis - Mintage: 

10,000 

• 1/4 oz $10 Fine Silver Coin - Vintage Superman - Mintage: 15,000 

• $75 14-Kt. Gold Coin - Superman: The Early Years - Mintage: 2,000 

• 1 oz $20 Fine Silver Coin - Superman's S-shield - Mintage: 10,000 

Collectors Society paid members can submit their coins directly to NGC. Not a 
Collectors Society member? Paid memberships start at just $39/year. Join as a 
Premium member, or upgrade to Premium membership, and you'll receive a 
coupon to have five coins graded for free. Join today. 

Dealers should contact Scott Heller at NGC for bulk submissions. 

Questions? Contact NGC Customer Service at service@NGCcoin.com or 1-800- 
NGC-COIN (1-800-642-2646). 
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